The Continuation of the Search: A Descendent of Haitian Slaves, Warlords, and Presidents by Burke, Josette
The Continuation of the 
Search: A Descendant of 




My grandmother’s adopted parents, William Flynn and 
Anna d’Aguilar
The first week home after my grandma’s adoption.
(Her blond curls were cut off in fear she would be recognized 
by her birth parents since her adopted father was high up in 
the broadcasting business at CBS.)
3
A young Lyonel Paquin with his children from his 
first marriage
A young Jane Spargo (great-grandmother)
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When my grandmother (middle) met Lyonel’s wife, children, 
and son-in-law
Lyonel Paquin with his second wife, Josette (my namesake), and 
his children from his second marriage
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Lyonel Paquin (great-grandfather) with my dad and my aunt
Lyonel Paquin (my great-grandfather)
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Louise (Resina) Cesvet (Granddaughter of Guillaume 
and Grandmother of Lyonel)
Granddaughter of President Geffrard and 
Grandparents of Lyonel Paquin
Resina Cesvet (third from the left bottom row) and her husband, 
Wellesley Bourke II (fifth from the left bottom row).
Marie Célimène Geffrard (fourth from the left bottom row) is the 
mother of Resina Cesvet and daughter of President Geffrard
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Guillaume Nicolas Fabre Geffrard (10th President of Haiti) Cora Geffrard
(Guillaume’s daughter who was assassinated)
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General Nicolas Geffrard Signers of the Haitian Declaration of 
Independence 
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Statue of Nicolas Geffrard near 
the Liberty Tree where his heart is 
buried
Burial site for General 
Nicolas Geffrard
Fortresse Des Plantons where General Nicolas 
Geffrard is buried
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One of many presidential documents that was written 
and signed by President Geffrard
A sword that was used during the Haitian Revolution
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